Do calcium channel blockers have any influence on the immunological status of renal graft recipients on ciclosporin therapy?
We have assessed the peripheral distribution of T cells, using the monoclonal antibodies OKT3, OKT4, OKT8 and LEU7 and the proliferative response to phytohaemagglutinin (PHA), in 10 renal transplant recipients. In each patient, the immunological pattern was evaluated twice, both before and after 1 month of calcium antagonist (calcium channel blockers, CaA) treatment. During treatment with CaA, we have observed both a significant decrease in the mitogenic response to PHA and a significant increase in OKT8 cells. Our data support the hypothesis that CaAs per se may have an immunomodulatory effect on T cell distribution independently of changes in ciclosporin (CS) blood levels. These results could also provide a cellular basis for synergism between CS and CaA.